Allen attorney A. Don Crowder shoots, kills self

Continued from Page 35A.
€1's wife with an ax. Ms. Montgom-
ery claimed self-defense in the slay-
ing of schoolteacher Betty Gore.,
Mrs, Crowder seid she was at
home Tuesdny when she heard the
fatal shot about 7:40 p.m. She said
she thought her husband had gone
to the bathroom, and when she
went to check on him, she found he
had locked himself in" his weight
i‘r::u;En_‘]'I\: talked to her through the

"He said that he had 1o much
pressure on him,” she said
Earlier in the evening, e had

sonal crisis in your Life,

made her promise that she would
publish & book he had written — a
murder mysiery — but she said she
dida't think her husband was sul-
cidal.-

“He sald, '] love you.' . . . He must

bave told me that 10 tmes" she

said,

Mr. Crowder's death shocked
thosa who knew him and cast a pall
over the Collin County Courtholise
on Wednesday.

"We lawyers have a high-siress
profession,” sald attorney David
Haynes of ey, With a "per-
¥ou Some-
times get to the point where you're

‘mot thinking &s clearly as you

should. People do desperate things.
its tragle.”

Jim Mattox, a longtime friend
and former law partner of Mr.
Crowder's, was
. "It's hard for me to believe that
anybody in good health and with a
1ot of loving friends would do some-
thing like that” he said. “But for
Don, it's even harder to believe,

_He's aiways been a real take-charge,
'upbeat individunl. He was like 2

brother to me.”

Mr. Crowder groduated from
'Southern Methodist University low
school with Mr. Mattox in 1968 and
was 8 successful personal-injury
lawyer when he took on Ms, Mont-
gomery's defense. The case cats-
pulted Mr. Crowder into a bitter-
sweet kind of fame.

Mr. Crowder recently told a

newspaper in McKipney that the
pain-stricken faces of the victim's
family “still haunt me"

"They didn't understand that 1
had a job to do,” he said in the
McKinney Courier-Gazette, "4 law-
yer's job is w win If you can. . I
feel guilty about a ot of things, but
practicing law isn't one of them.”

& former boxer and SMU foothall
player, Mr. Crowder was drafted by
the National Football League’s
Washington Redskins, but an eye
injury seat him beck 1o law schoal,

He was a tenacious fighter in the
courtroom, according to those who
went up against him and those who
worked alongside him.

“He wag & very passionate person
about things he believed in,” suid
Dallas attorney Frank Jackson. "He
hed a highly developed sense of
justice, and that carried o¥er into
his practice.”

Active politically, Mr. Crowder
wag chairman of the Collin County
Democratic Party in 1983 and made
an unsuccessiul bid for governor in
1986. In the mid-1970s, he served on
the Lovejoy school board and was
later elected 1o the Lucas City Coun-
eil.

Mr. Crowder’s generosity was
something that came up repeatecly
during recollections from employ-
ees, friends and kin.

“The guy had an absolute heart
of gold,” said Matt Goeller, & former
Collin County prosecutor. “He was
the kind of guy, if there was an
underprivileged kid or poor’ kid in

Allem who couldn’t afford new
cleats or & new Jersey, Crowder had
an open tab at an athletlc store in
Allen and kids could go in there
and put it on Don's tab if they wers
poor.”
“l think Dopnie iz a guy who
climbed & lot of mountains” said
his brother, Dale Crowder, an &c-
countant in Garland, "Tt could be
that in recent years he'd found bhe'd
already reached a peak, in that re-
gard, Life dido't hold for him what
it once did, maybe,”

Caral Crowder, Mr, Crowder's
ex-wife to whom he was married for
28 years, said, “He didn't want to
grow old ... He wanted to be able
to do evervihing he did when he
wasg 20"

Memorial services for Mr. Crow-
der will be at 10 a.m. Saturday in the
Turrentine-Jackson-Morrow Funer-
al Home Chapel in McKinney. Visi-
tation will be from 7 to 9 p.m. Friday
at the funeral home. In lieu of flow-
ers, memarials may be made 1o the
Don Crowder Athletic Scholarship
Fund, Allen Independent School
District, in care of Steve West, P.O.
Box 13, Allen, Texas 75013

In addition te his wife and broth-
er, survivors include his parents,
Alton [, and Tyvnie Crowder of Dal-
lag; sons Jimmy Crowder of Grape-

wine and Austin Crowder of McKin- |

ney; daughters Rhonda Henslee of
Corpus Christi, Cristy Crowder
Franks of McKinney and Brooke
Crowder of Denton; and four grand-
children.

a

file://D:\WebSites\TJ61Dallas\Obituaries\Don Crowder2.htm

Page 1 of 1

3/27/2009



